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It was not the mission of the Congress to find means for
the complete solution of the Eastern question; but to
reconcile the provisional Peace of San Stefano with the
requirements and claims of the European Powers and with
the Treaties of 1856 and 1871; and this was effected.
The Treaty of San Stefano had created a huge Slavonic
State in Bulgaria, subjected to Russian influence, swallowing
up a Greek population in Thrace and Macedonia, and
possessing ports on the Euxine and the ^Egean. The Berlin
Treaty replaced two-thirds of the territory in question under
the direct political and military rule of the Sultan; Bulgaria
was restricted to the Danube Valley, obtained no port in
the Archipelago, and was only allowed to reach a point
some' twenty-five miles distant from the ^Egean. In the
Black Sea the valuable port of Burgas was restored to
the Ottoman Empire \ Bulgaria merely retaining the roads
of Varna. Through these arrangements and the conversion
of Batoum into a Free Port, the menace to the freedom of
the Black Sea embodied in the San Stefano Treaty was
materially weakened, to the manifest advantage of the
English. The mandate granted by the Congress to Austria-
Hungary, to occupy and administer Bosnia and the Herze-
govina gave that Power an important position, from which
it commanded the western ponion of the Balkan Peninsula
and ruptured communications between the Slavs on the
Adriatic and those on the Danube and Drina. Russia had,
no doubt, been compelled to disgorge part of her booty;
"but she retained quite enough to render her content with
the results of the war and grateful to the German inter-
mediator who brought about this settlement. Russia had
asked for the Congress, and obtained it through the agency
of the German Chancellor, who had never combated
Russia's demands throughout the negotiations; but, on the